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D
avid Pye says: “Any object that w

e design and produce is 
m

akeshift, is im
provised, is inappropriate and provisional.”

M
y w

ork is specifically about the im
provised and the 

provisional. The objects are finished in the sense that the 
porcelain is painted (glazed) and fired. M

ost of m
y objects 

are in som
e sense vessels, pots. W

hat else are they? They 
attem

pt to confuse the connotations that technology and 
m

aterial provoke. At tim
es constructive com

posing, at 
tim

es w
ilful destruction, som

etim
es vases, som

etim
es 

fragm
ents or alienated objects. The handling of the 

m
aterial and the m

ethods of creating volum
e and shape are 

im
provised – saw

n, dug out, stacked, found or painted on. 
The joints and fissures, the blots of colour and unfinished 
painting appear provisional as they point from

 the finished 
object to the instant of m

aking. It is not the perfection of 
the ultim

ate expression that is intended but a verbalisation 
of a concept of the evolution of things.

W
hat sort of a function do vessels have today? W

hat m
ay 

they contain? 
I hardly ever thought of flow

ers. 

Johannes N
agel          

6 January 2011
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